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    As we have done for the past eleven years, all First Choice America offices will be donned 

in pink for the month of October. During this time we will be selling ribbons/logos to raise 

money for Breast Cancer charities. Our staff will also be donating money to dress down on  

select days to help bolster the cause. 

    Scott Winwood, President and CEO, remarked, “I am extremely proud of our employees 

for their efforts they put forward in October to raise money.  Every year it is impressive to 

watch their creative talents come to life for such a good cause.  And our membership is 

commendable for their continued generosity and support.  Through the years, we have raised money 

for several causes and I am humbled by our staff and members willingness to give. 

      First Choice America cares about the communities we serve.   We are proud to announce that we 

have raised over $75,000 to assist worthy charities in the battle against breast cancer.” 

First Choice America Gears Up for Pink October First Choice America Gears Up for Pink October 

Saving Early Equals Financial Success
     First Choice America Community Federal Credit Union believes 

in preparing for the future, and one of the dynamic tools we use to 

implement these plans is to get our youth interested and involved 

in saving at an early age. It is never too early to start saving.  We 

are excited to have a Cool Kids Cash Club to encourage our 

young members to save. This club offers contests and prizes 

throughout the year to inspire our youth to save for their future. 

    First Choice America is proud to offer our Bank at School Pro-

gram at Bethlehem Elementary, Middle Creek Elementary and 

Weirton Elementary during the 2025-2026 school year.   The Bank 

at School Program enables children to make deposits into their 

account during a scheduled visit from Credit Union representa-

tives.  Bethlehem Elementary and Weirton Elementary students 

can make deposits every Tuesday, while Middle Creek Elemen-

tary students can make deposits every Thursday.   Credit Union 

representatives visited the schools at each of their orientations 

and spoke to the families about the importance of saving at an 

early age.  Pictured to the left, top to bottom are Tammy 

Linaweaver at Middle Creek Elementary School; Barb Traylor at 

Bethlehem Elementary School; Paula Morrison, Michelle Kendall, 

Betty Jo Welch and Kim Wood at Weirton Elementary School.  

    Coming soon, we will be hosting Santa Saturdays this year in 

Chester, Elm Grove, Weirton and Steubenville Offices. We are 

looking forward to this fun holiday experience for our little ones!  
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First Choice America 
Financial Corner   

As of July 31, 2025 

Assets $675,313,849            

Capital Asset Ratio       17.56% 

Total Members                31,590

Our Skip A Pay Program is Back for 
 The Holiday Season!

Holiday loans available through December 31, 2025.  Repayment terms of 12 monthly payments of 
$87.28 for each $1,000 borrowed. All loans subject to credit approval.  Rate and terms subject to 
change without notice.  Call 304-748-8600 for full details.  Membership eligibility required.

Holiday Loans Now Available
The holidays are approaching and if you are 
looking for a money tree, we can help with a 
Holiday Loan!  With a great low rate: 

8.49 % 
APR*

Visit Any of Our Eight Locations or   
Call 304-748-8600 to Apply!

UPCOMING  
CREDIT UNION HOLIDAYS 

COLUMBUS DAY 
Monday, October 13, 2025 

 

VETERAN’S DAY 
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
Thursday, November 27, 2025 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Thursday, December 25, 2025 

 

NEW YEARS DAY 
Thursday, January 1, 2026 

Skip A Month of Loan 
 Payments in the Month 

of November, December, 
or January!

Just $30 per Skip! 
Stop by Any of Our Eight Locations or call             

304-748-8600 for Details! 

Tammy Hughes Celebrates  
25 Year Employment Milestone

   Tammy Hughes recently celebrated her 25 
year employment milestone at First Choice 
America Credit Union. 
   Tammy is a Member Service Representa-
tive at the Main Office.  Tammy resides in 
Weirton with her husband, Sam. She has 
one daughter, Heather and two grandsons.    
  Officials, Management, and Staff would like 
to thank Tammy for her dedication to the 
Credit Union and wish her success as she 
continues her career. 

   The tools to keep your card safe are at your finger-
tips.  Through our mobile app, you have control over 
your credit and debit cards. 
  When you go into our app, click on cards to view 
your digital card. If you have more than one card, 
swipe on the one you want to see.  At this point you 
can set up Apple Pay, lock or unlock your card, view 
transactions, manage travel plans, report the card lost 
or stolen and much more.  
   This is a great way to keep track of spending and 
keep control of your card during the holidays!

Mobile App: My Cards Feature

*Some restrictions do apply. 
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Score BIG this Season with a New Vehicle!  
  We Offer Great Low Rates!  
Refinancing Available Too!   

Plus, $250 for Switching Your Loan to Us!

Call Us at 304-748-8600 or Visit Us Online at: www.FirstChoiceAmericaCU.org

      

2025 APR* 2024 APR*  2023  APR*  2021   APR*   2018 APR* 
36 months    4.79%       36 months 4.79%  36 months  5.39%  36 months   5.89%   36 months  6.69%   
48 months    5.49%       48 months 5.49%  48 months  5.59%  48 months   6.09%   48 months  6.89%      
60 months    5.59%       60 months 5.59%  60 months  5.69%  60 months   6.19%   60 months  6.99% 
66 months    5.79%       66 months 5.79%  

 72 months    5.89%  2022 APR*  2020-2019 APR*   2017 APR*  
  36 months  5.59%  36 months  6.29%   36 months 6.79%   

 48 months  5.99%  48 months  6.49%   48 months 6.99%  
 60 months  6.09%  60 months  6.59%   60 months 7.09%

          New Vehicles                                  Used Vehicles                              Used Vehicles             Used Vehicles    
         100% Financing                               100% Financing                            90% Financing           80% Financing

 
*All loans subject to credit approval. Rates effective since 5-2-25. Rates subject to changes without notice. A payment example of 4.79% APR for 36 months 
would be $29.88 per $1,000 financed. Contact the Credit Union for additional rate information. $50 minimum payment. $250 cash applies only to approved vehi-
cle and motorcycle loans. Terms and rates not available for purchase or refinance of commercial use vehicles. This $250 cash offer is good for 2017-2025 vehi-
cles on approved new loans or refinanced loans from other financial institutions. $250 cash may be subject to income tax and reimbursement if the loan is paid 
off within the first 90 days. Please consult your tax advisor. Limited time offer; terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Federally insured by 
NCUA.  Membership eligibility required

Christmas Clubs Paid Out

Join Us for Santa Saturdays
Saturday, November 29th 

10am to 1pm 
Chester Office &  
Elm Grove Office 

Saturday, December 13th  
10am to 1pm 

Steubenville Office &  
Three Springs Office 

For Every Coloring Sheet Returned to Us  
We Will Make a Donation to Coats for Kids

Free Pictures With Santa 
Prizes                 Coloring Contest            Grab Bags

   Over $2,200,000 in Christmas Club Accounts were paid out this year to more than 1650 

happy Credit Union members!    

    Current Christmas Club members do not need to re-enroll to continue their Christmas Club 

for 2026, unless the amount being deposited into the club account through payroll deduction 

is being changed.  Any member wishing to start a new 2026 Christmas Club Account may en-

roll anytime throughout the coming year. 
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Works at:    Three Springs 

Job Title:    Member Service 
                             Representative         

Years of Service:  One 

Favorite Book:     The Giver - Lois Lowry 

Favorite Movie:    Star Wars (All of Them) 

Favorite Food:      Pizza      

Favorite Hobby:   Crossword Puzzles 

Favorite Charity:  The Salvation Army 

Best Vacation:      Presque Isle with the 
                             family

Meet a Member of Our 
Credit Union Family

Baylee McLaughlin

    Beware of any email, text, phone call, or message on social media 

that looks like it’s from a business that you know. It might say there is a 

problem with your account and ask you to call a phone number or to 

click on a link.  

    Scammers will often start by impersonating a business, organization, 

or government agency to gain your trust. They will tell a lie that leads 

you to share personal information, account numbers and passwords. 

You will eventually be instructed to pay them using gift cards, cryptocur-

rency, wire transfer, money orders, payment apps, or even cash.  

Protect yourself from Business Impersonator Scams: 

1   Do not engage with phone calls or messages that are unexpected.  

2.  Beware of Caller ID because it is not always trustworthy. 

3.  Examine the email address to determine if it looks suspicious.  

4.  Do not click on any links or call a phone number that is provided. 

5.  Call the business using a telephone number that you know and trust. 

    First Choice America will NEVER contact you to ask for your per-

sonal information, account number, or password. For more information 

about fraud and scams, please contact the Compliance Department.  

Business Impersonator Scammers

First Choice America’s “People Helping People” Scholarship 

applications are now available at all eight Credit Union offices 

or on our website at: www.firstchoiceamericacu.org. The 

scholarships are for $1,000 each.  Applications must be turned 

in by February 28, 2026.  Qualified applicants must be a high 

school senior, high school graduate, or equivalent and do not 

have to be a first-year student.  Applicants may 

attend any accredited college, university, or trade 

school. The applicant must be a member of First 

Choice America Community Federal Credit 

Union.  The complete guidelines accompany the 

application.

Scholarship Applications Available

Drive Thru Reminders
While transacting business in our 
drive thrus we remind you: 
1.   The maximum cash dispensed  
      at our drive thru is $5000. 
2.   Please do not send rolled coins  
      through the canisters.  

*All loans subject to credit approval. $250 cash applies only to approved vehicle and motor-
cycle loans. Terms and rates not available for purchase or refinance of commercial use ve-
hicles. This $250 cash offer is good for 2017-2025 vehicles on approved new loans or 
refinanced loans from other financial institutions. $250 cash may be subject to income tax and 
reimbursement if the loan is paid off within the first 90 days. Please consult your tax advisor. 
Limited time offer; terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Federally insured 
by NCUA.  Membership eligibility required.                                                           

Switch Your Vehicle Loan to Us 
and Receive:

$250
Looking for a Great Gift? 

First Choice America sells 
VISA Gift Cards! 

It’s the perfect fit for  
everyone! 

*Fee is $2.50 per card.


